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WEST SEATTLE ROCK CLUB, INC. 
Mailing Address:  P.O. BOX 16145, Seattle, WA  98116 

 

The purpose of this Club is to promote the study and enjoyment of the Lapidary Arts with good Rock-
hounding and good fellowship; and to further education and lapidary skills for all;  to conduct field trips 
for exploration and collection of minerals, gems, rocks and fossils; to promote shows and displays;  to 
publish a monthly periodical known as West Seattle PETROGLYPHS relating to club activities. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS (2020): 

Show Co-Chairs (2020 show) 
 
Programs 
Refreshments/Hospitality 
Membership 
Historian 
Library Chair 
Field Trips 

Webmaster 

AFFILIATED WITH: 

Northwest Federation & American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
Seattle Regional Gem and Mineral Show Committee 

Washington State Mineral Council 
ALAA ï American Lands Access Association 

Meetings are held on the Fourth Wednesday of each month,  except for November which can be on the  
THIRD or FOURTH Wednesday depending on Thanksgiving and no meetings in July and December 

The meetings are held in Adams Hall of the Tibbetts United Methodist Church 
3940 41st S.W. (corner of 41st S.W. and S.W. Andover Street) Seattle, WA     

6:15 PM ï Junior Meeting  7:00 PM ï Adult Meeting 
        Dues are:     $20.00 first year (including name badge), then:       $10.00 per adult member per year  
                            or $15.00 for 2 adults in same family, $3.00 per junior member per year 

 

VISITORS ARE INVITED AND ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ALL MEETINGS 
 

All material in this Bulletin may be reprinted if properly credited  - Exchange Bulletins are most welcome. 

**************************************************************************************** 

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2020): 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Federation Director 
Director at Large 
Mineral Council Reps 
Newsletter - Editor 
Current Past President 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

Brooke Babcock 
Annette Nelson 
Sue Fox 
Audrey Vogelpohl 
Audrey Vogelpohl 
Ken Schmidt 
Rich Babcock 
Mike Wall  
Scott Ryan 

(360) 305-8106 
(206) 379-3677 
(206) 835-0774 
(206) 932-3292 
206) 932-3292 
(206) 932-3626 
(206) 326-8951 
(206) 476-6471 
(206) 354-2101 

Sue Fox 
Annette Nelson 
<Vice President> 
Sue Fox 
Mary Bentler 
Audrey Vogelpohl 
Erin Thompson 
Rich Babcock 
Donn Ullery 

(206) 835-0774 
(206) 379-3677 
<Vice President> 
(206) 835-0774 
(206) 932-6108 
(206) 932-3292 
(253) 307-1589 
(206) 326-8951 
(206) 550-1318    
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PALLASITE  M ETEORITE  

The crystals in a pallasite meteorite are 
olivine crystals.  Gem quality olivine 
crystals are called peridot. 



 

W EST  SEATTLE  ROCK  CLUB  ï  

GENERAL  M EETING  M INUTES   
 

 
 
 

No New General Meeting Minutes 
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SAFETY  M ATTERS :   

COMMUNICATION  
  

By Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair 
 
Why is communication a matter of safety? Some-
times it is not a mat-
ter that communica-
tion is needed but 
what method of 
communication 
would be most ef-
fective.  
 
It used to be a club's 
bulletin distributed 
the word regarding 
safety matters. 
Things have 
changed. Now we 
have an instant age 

where communication is, shall we say, a bit faster. I 
get it; it's how we live now-a-days. Faster is better. 
But it's only better if the message gets to where it 
needs to go and in a timely manner. It used to be that 
most folks had a land line telephone for such messag-
es. Telephones still serve that purpose; however, 
while some people still have land lines, one can't take 
it (a land line) with one.  
 
How does your club contact its members in an emer-
gency? One can start with land line and cell phone 
calls. Instead, some members may prefer internet 
options - FacePage, Yahoot, Gaggle, Twitting, Link-
Out, Swype, D-Mail, Slap Chat, Texting, 
WhatsDown, é whatever. Say one member uses 
Yahoot exclusively, and another only Face Page, and 
a third only Twitts? Does your club have a list of the 
internet contact preferences for each member's 
household, or a reliable cell number?  
 
Is it really necessary to have an emergency contact 
method for each and every member household? Well, 
maybe, maybe not. How often might such a list be 
needed? The answer to that is easy- hopefully as sel-
dom as possible. Most reasons for contacting mem-
bers are usually not urgent. The main reason for mak-
ing note of the many ways to contact members is to 
raise the 'what if' awareness.  
 
Having many options for contacting members is 
great. However, the one charged with doing the con-
tacting needs to have access to all those many inter-
net options as well. One answer to that is to have 
several people as contactors - each knowledgeable 
with several internet options. Another answer is to 
utilize a super-connected internet expert. In an inter-
net-connected world it's good to have options.  
 
Be safe out there on the internet and with Covid-19.   
Be safe with doing what we need to do to manage in 
this ever changing world and its new normal. Your 
safety matters.  
 
(via AFMS Newsletter, Sep 2020) 

 

2020  

REFRESH -

MENTS   
 

 
 
The signup sheet is currently on hold for now.  
Thanks to everyone for bringing refreshments to the 
previous meetings!  Hopefully things will get back to 
normal soon. 
 

 

(On Hold for now, until our 
meetings start up again) 
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M ORE  A BOUT    

D ICHROIC  GLASS  
 
Modern dichroic glass 
 
Multiple ultra-thin layers of different metals (such as gold or silver); oxides of such metals as titanium, 
chromium, aluminum, zirconium, or magnesium; or silica are vaporized by an electron beam in a vacuum 
chamber. The vapor then condenses on the surface of the glass in the form of a crystal structure. A protective 
layer of quartz crystal is sometimes added. Other variants of such physical vapor deposition (PVD) coatings are 
also possible.  The finished glass can have as many as 30 to 50 layers of these materials, yet the thickness of the 
total coating is approximately 30 to 35 millionths of an inch (about 760 to 890 nm). The coating that is created 
is very similar to a gemstone and, by careful control of thickness, different colors may be obtained. 

The 4th-century Lycurgus cup as it appears when back-lit and when front-lit, respectively 
 
The total light that hits the dichroic layer equals the wavelengths reflected plus the wavelengths passing through 
the dichroic layer. 
 
A plate of dichroic glass can be fused with other glass in multiple firings. Due to variations in the firing process, 
individual results can never be exactly predicted, so each piece of fused dichroic glass is unique. [John Shea 
quite enjoyed this aspect of the process.] Over 45 colors of dichroic coatings are available to be placed on any 
glass substrate. 
 
Artists can create images by removing the dichroic coating from parts of the glass, creating everything from 
abstract patterns to letters, animals, or faces. 
 
The corporate headquarters of Amazon.com in Seattle incorporates dichroic glass into the exterior of its high-

(Continued on page 6) 
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rise building, reflecting light into various colors that depend on the time of the day. 
 
 
 

 

(via Rocky Trails, Sep 2020; via Wikipedia) 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

THE  THREE  CôS OF  

COLLECTION  

M AINTENANCE  
 

by Rick Kennedy 
 
While we are going through this unprecedented time, 
many of us find ourselves at home with more spare 
time than we are used to. Perhaps a good use of this 
time would be to spend it on our rock, mineral and 
gemstone collections.  If your specimens are in 
drawers or on display, a bit of maintenance is never a 
bad thing. The three ñCôsò of collection maintenance 
are clean, curate, and catalogue. 
 
Clean: Most of our items have been on display or in 
a drawer for many years, they may just have a bit of 
dust, or they may be undergoing chemical alteration. 
For many specimens, a simple blow with ñcanned 
airò that people use to blow dust off of their computer 
keyboards is enough. For others, water with gentle 
brushing or a gentle spray from a water. ñNeedle 
Gunò will do the trick. Check any sulfide rocks/
minerals (Pyrite and Marcasite are the worst 
offenders) for strong smells of Sulphur. That is a sign 
that the minerals are suffering from chemical 
degradation. Depending on the level of degradation, 
the specimen may be salvaged or may need to be 
disposed of. 
 

Curate: Do your specimens have labels? You may 
know quite a bit about the rocks you have, but others 
donôt. All of your specimens should have labels. 
Now is a good time to check your labels for accuracy 
or to make labels for specimens that donôt have them. 
 
For materials from the USA, labels usually follow 
this format: 
 

¶ Mineral or Rock name 

¶ Precise location (Mine name or anything that 
defines the most accurate locality info) 

¶ County 

¶ State 
 
For material whose origin is outside the USA, the 
first two lines should be the same, from there one has 
to improvise as all countries are organized differently 
into counties, states, provinces, prefectures, regions, 
departments, etc.  Online sources like Mindat are 
very helpful to obtain the most precise locality 
information. 
 
Catalogue: Once you have all of the information that 
would go on a label, create a catalogue so that you 
have both a handy list and a way to cross reference 
the specimens in your collection. It is best to do this 
on a computer in a spreadsheet program like Excel, 
but you can use even the simplest of word processing 
pro-grams or even write it out by hand if you want to 
be ñOld Schoolò. I organize my spreadsheet with the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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following headers:  
 
Catalogue number ï Rock or mineral species 
name ï Location ï How acquired ï Comments.   

 
Here would be an example:  
 
#1001 ï Quartz, variety Scepter ï FH Claim, HJ, 
Washoe Co., NV ï Self collected ï Dug in May, 
2016.   

 
If you want to, you can also add a picture of your 
specimen! 
 
When you are done, you will know your specimens 
better, you will have a database of what you have and 
maybe even come up with more ideas for at home or 
at show displays once the world gets back to normal. 
Enjoy!  
 
(via The Tumbler, July 2020; via Breccia, April 2020) 

(Continued from page 6) In early 1978, DeWitt ñOld Dogò Boyd use to build 
indoor miniature cities for his children when they 
were growing up on the family farm in Missouri. He 
taught himself how to build these little towns out of 
tiny rocks, stones, cement and wire. He called the 
little cities the ñTown Gameò and each one of his 
eight children and 3 step kids had a tiny porcelain 
figure to play with. Each child also had some money 
to buy and sell stuff from each other. ñIn all these 
magical pretend places, you could buy incense, silk, 
gunpowder, matcheséjust about everything,ò says 
Old Dog. 
 
The little cities grew and grew to the point where he 
had to move them outside. With his little tiny 
whimsical cities now being built outside it meant 
every time the family moved he had to start a new 
city. His family played the ñTown Gameò for years 
and years and the cities kept getting bigger and 
bigger.ò 
 
With his family grown Boyd approached his church, 
The 7th Day Adventist Church in Calhoun, Georgia 
about building one of his rock garden city's behind 
the church next to the creek. The church said yes and 
Boyd went to work. In 2007, Boyd began the present 
rock garden, saying ñit was to keep me out of trouble, 
Iôm kind of a scoundrel.ò For several years he 
worked side-by-side with Joyce, a volunteer, until he 
finally asked her to marry him. ñLady Joyceò was the 
inspiration to expand this empire and to make it a 
place to share with the community. She is also 
responsible for a lot of the larger buildings. 

 
Boyd currently uses cement reinforced with wire to 
build structures out of tiny stones, pebbles, rocks, 
shells, tiles, and broken glass and china. Old Dog and 
Lady Joyce continue to grow their little city. 
Presently there more than 50 buildings in this 
magnificent rock garden. There are small figures and 
animals to accent the fairy villages, houses, castles, 
monasteries and cathedrals. The is a replica of Notre 
Dame (with stained glass windows) in Paris France, 
the Japanese Himeji Castle and the Roman 
Colosseum. 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

THE  ROCK  GARDEN , 

CALHOUN , GEORGIA  
 

by Kat Koch 
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There are adult sized walk ways, a music pavilion for 
performances, rest areas and places to pause and  
 
lookout over the entire garden. There is also a memory wall where 16 little ceramic hearts that indicate all the 
couples that have been married in the garden. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Today Boyd's children and grand children plus volunteers help maintain the rock garden for visitors. The Rock 
Garden is open 7 days a week and admission is free. 

 
Bibliography: WRCBTV ï Athens, Georgia, Atlas Obscura, Wikipedia, Adventist Today Org., Explore Georgia, Southern 
Hospitality Blog, 7th Adventist Church, Calhoun. 

 
(via The Tumbler, July 2020) 

(Continued from page 7) 



 August 2020                     West Seattle Petroglyphs                                  Page 9 

a small (3 Pound size) Thumbs Tumbler --- 
added 3 tablespoons of tin oxide and 1 teaspoon 
of powdered Tide detergent.  

 

9.  Add plastic pellets (small approximately 3/16" 
diameter) to bring level of barrel up to Ĳ full --- 
then added water to just a little above the Ĳ full 
level. (Note: this part is a little tricky as the 
plastic pellets float and you have to keep them 
pushed down with your hand while you add the 
water to keep the pellets in the barrel.)  

 

10. Tumble for 1- 2 weeks (1 week should be 
enough, but due to other events, they tumbled 
an extra week.)  

 

11. Wash off rocks thoroughly and dry with an old 
towel.  

 
(via Rock Talk, October 2015) 

DAVEôS RECIPE  FOR  

POLISHING  PATUXENT  

R IVER  STONE :  

ñTHE  VERY  UNDER -

A PPRECIATED  

M ARYLAND  STATE  

GEMSTONE ò 
 

By Dave Lines  

1. Using a 12 pound Lortone tumbler, fill with 
about 6 pounds (less than rated capacity, but 
this tumbler is old and works better with less 
load) of Patuxent River Stone of various sizes 
from 1" to 3".  

 

2. For the 1st tumbling, add 6 tablespoons of 60-
90 grit and half-fill barrel with water and 
tumble for 11 days.  

 

3. Washed off rocks thoroughly and weighed --- 
about 5 pounds left. Scrub each stone 
individually with a brush to eliminate carryover 
contamination of grit.  

 

4. For 2nd tumbling, add 6 tablespoons of 120 grit 
and half-fill barrel with water and tumble for 9 
days.  

 

5. Washed off rocks thoroughly and weighed --- 
about 4 Ĳ pounds left.  

 

6. For 3rd tumbling, added 8 tablespoons of 600 
grit and half-fill barrel İ with water and 
tumbled for a week.  

 

7.  Wash off rocks thoroughly and weighed --- still 
about 4 Ĳ pounds left.  

 

8.  For polishing, divided pre-tumbled rocks into 2 
batches and put 1st batch (about 2 İ pounds) in 

 

ON  THE  ROCKS  WITH  TV  
 

by Terry Vasseur 
 
A Handy Tool For Sawing Silver Tubes 

 
Ahhhé the love of the 
tools that make your 
creations precise! 
 
I usually hand cut 
small silver tubes for 
chains to hold pendants 
but the saw cuts 
werenôt always equally 
angle. Now I get 45 
degree angles with this 
Four-Angle Tubing 
Cutter tool that I 
bought for $65 in Rio 
Grande. 
 
There are other 
tools that have several 
angels, but they cost 
$169. 
 
Here are a couple of 
pendants I used the 
tubing cutter for 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 

(via The Agatizer, February, 2019) 


