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WEST SEATTLE ROCK CLUB, INC. 
Mailing Address:  P.O. BOX 16145, Seattle, WA  98116 

 

The purpose of this Club is to promote the study and enjoyment of the Lapidary Arts with good Rock-
hounding and good fellowship; and to further education and lapidary skills for all;  to conduct field trips 
for exploration and collection of minerals, gems, rocks and fossils; to promote shows and displays;  to 
publish a monthly periodical known as West Seattle PETROGLYPHS relating to club activities. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS (2016): 

2017 Show Co-Chairs 
 
Programs 
Refreshments/Hospitality 
Membership 
Historian 
Library Chair 
Field Trips 

Webmaster 

AFFILIATED WITH: 

Northwest Federation & American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
Seattle Regional Gem and Mineral Show Committee 

Washington State Mineral Council 
ALAA ï American Lands Access Association 

Meetings are held on the Fourth Wednesday of each month,  
except for November which is the THIRD Wednesday and no meetings in July and December 

The meetings are held in Adams Hall of the Tibbetts United Methodist Church 
3940 41st S.W. (corner of 41st S.W. and S.W. Andover Street) Seattle, WA     

6:00 PM ï Junior Meeting  7:00 PM ï Adult Meeting 
        Dues are:     $20.00 first year (including name badge), then:       $10.00 per adult member per year  
                            or $15.00 for 2 adults in same family, $3.00 per junior member per year 

 

VISITORS ARE INVITED AND ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ALL MEETINGS 
 

All material in this Bulletin may be reprinted if properly credited  - Exchange Bulletins are most welcome. 

**************************************************************************************** 

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2016): 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Federation Director 
Director at Large 
Mineral Council Reps 
Seattle Regional Reps 
Newsletter - Editor 
Current Past President 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

Richard Babcock 
Arthur Ortiz 
Diane Christensen 
Audrey Vogelpohl 
Audrey Vogelpohl 
Ken Schmidt 
Leroy Christensen 
Lyle Vogelpohl 
Mike Wall  
Bo Jeffers 

(206) 326-8951 
(206) 898-5704 
(206) 582-2267 
(206) 932-3292 
(206) 932-3292 
(206) 932-3626 
(206) 582-2267 
(206) 932-3292 
(206) 935-4953 
(206) 501-7619 

Hannah Roberts 
Diane Christensen 
<Vice President> 
Sue Fox 
Mary Bentler 
    <Open> 
Jim Ewins 
    <Open> 
Donn Ullery 

(206) 412-5498 
(206) 582-2267 
<Vice President> 
(206) 835-0774 
(206) 932-6108 
<Open> 

(206) 283-6914 
<Open> 

(206) 550-1318    
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CLUB  CALENDAR  
 

June 22, 2015 
 
Junior Meeting (6:15 pm) 

Program: FossilsðBrooke Wagner 
 

General Meeting (7:00 pm) 

Program: FossilsðRich Babcock 

Show & Tell:  Fossils 

 

July 27, 2015 (5:30 pm) 
 

WSRC Picnic ð At Mee-Kwa-Mooks 
Park ð starts about 5:30 with dinner 
around 6:00 

 

Tis the season for BBQ!!! 
 

Summer is fast approaching & so is our an-
nual club BBQ! 
 

Brooke & myself will be the chairs this 
year. The club will be providing burgers, 
hot dogs & veggie burgers.  
 

Brooke & I will provide the buns & condi-
ments (mayo, mustard, catsup, pickles, rel-
ish, onion, tomato, lettuce). 
 

We will have a sign up sheet at our next 
meeting.  
 

We will be having a live auction that even-
ing. We are looking for items for the auc-
tion. If you have something you would like 
to donate, feel free to bring it to the next 
club meeting (June 29).  

PRESIDENT ôS 

M ESSAGE  

 

 
W HATôS 

INSIDE  
 

 

Club Calendar 3 

Presidentõs Message   3 

Whatõs Inside 3 

May General Meeting Minutes 4 

2016 Refreshments  6 

WSRC Member News  6 

WSRC Show Pics 7 

What is in the Junior Badge Program?  8 

Call for WSRC Junior Program Leader 8 

Rockhounding in California Gets  

     Harder  8 

WSRC Picnic Auction Preview 9 

Shop Tips 9 

2016 Field Trips 10 

2016 Shows  10 
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We all will miss Audrey & Lyle this year at 
the BBQ, they will be traveling like we 
would love to be doing as well. Safe journey 
friends.  
 

I can't wait to see all of you July 27 for great 
food & lots of fun!! 
 
Rich Babcock, WSRC President 



W EST  SEATTLE  ROCK  CLUB  ï  

GENERAL  M EETING  M INUTES   
May 25, 2016 

               

Business 
The meeting was called to order by President, Rich Babcock. 
 

Ezra Babcock informed the club that there were 26 adult members, 3 junior members and 2 guests present.  The 

winner of the door prize drawings were Jason Durante, Sylvia Ewins, Caitlin Gilman, Odessa Durante, Ezra 

Babcock, Karen Lane and Linda Plowman.  
 

Audrey Vogelpohl noted that we have one new member to our club. Welcome Matt Roberts.  Rich told the 

guests if they wish to join the club, please see Audrey for an enrollment form. 
 

Rich asked if there were any changes or additions to the March minutes that were printed in the Petroglyphs. 

Since there were none, they will remain as printed. There were no minutes for the April 2016 meeting. 

 

Committees 
Christina Gilman (Junior Advisor Coordinator) is looking for volunteers to host several junior meetings. Brooke 

Wagner will host the June meeting, which will be on fossils and includes the juniors making their own fossils. 

Hannah Roberts volunteered to host one of the other meetings. 
 

Audrey then presented Caitlyn Gilman with badges that she had earned.  They included; Lapidary, Collecting, 

Showmanship, Field Trips and Rocking on the Computer. 
 

Lyle Vogelpohl reported that someone poked a hole in the Seattle Regional Trailer where the display cases are 

being stored, however, the trailer has now been repaired. 
 

Audrey reported the American Federation of Mineralogical Society (AFMS) and the Northwest Federation of 

Mineralogy Societyôs (NFMS) show is July 29th, 30th and 31st in Albany Oregon. The cost is $4 for admission 

or $10 for a three-day pass. AFMS members will meet on Thursday and the NFMS will meet on Friday. The 

dinner is Saturday night and the show will close at 4 p.m. on Sunday. There will be display cases with rocks 

from every site. There is dry camping, and the oral auction on Sunday will included auctioning off Jon 

Spanaugleôs faceting machine and supplies. Each Club gets 2 votes and the WSRC will need one delegate. 
 

Mike Wall, Petroglyphs Editor is always looking for original articles and/or suggestions on articles you are in-

terested in. 
 

Rich asked if there are any members available and willing to attend the Washington State Mineral Council 

Meetings.  Kat Koch is definitely interested. Audrey said that a member attending a meeting out of the area 

would receive $25 upon writing a meeting report for the Petroglyphs.  
 

Diane Christensen and Hannah Roberts will co-chair the 2017 Rock and Gem show. Sue Fox also volunteered 

to help out.  This year we are getting an early start. A date for the show still needs to be established, and we are 

hoping to have it in April again. 
 

Diane stated that she will not be able to attend the June Board meeting, so Brooke Wagner volunteered to take 

the minutes. The meeting will be on Wednesday, June 1st. 
 

Librarian, Jim Ewins, said the feedback regarding the library is positive, and several books have been checked 

out. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Rich then read the upcoming field trips and gem shows. 
 

Audrey went over the show report.  There were over 1,000 people in attendance. The silent auction made 

$1,445 and the junior auction made $530. The donation jar totaled $208 and the activity books $69. Audrey 

still needs to pay for the banner and t-shirts and we need to get 3XL t-shirts with pockets if possible for the 

2017 show.  There are still some shirts left over. 

 

New business 
Kat Koch, President of the Cascade Mineralogical Society said they are looking for a club to co-sponsor and 

lead field trips and as a backup to the person currently doing the field trips from the Cascade club. Please con-

tact Rich Babcock if you are interested in this position. 
 

Kat and Mike Blanton went to a meeting regarding the Greenwater closure of mountain roads. 60% of the 

access roads used for hiking, rock collecting and other outdoor activities would be closed because of not get-

ting funding to maintain the roads. A proposed map was approved by the Muckleshoot Indians leaving about 

40% of the roads open. Letters regarding the Greenwater ATM Road can be sent to Martie Schramm, District 

Ranger in North Bend and must be done by May 27th 2016. 
 

Russell Day donated a 6ò trim saw to be used by a club member. Tickets were issued to all those interested 

with the stipulation that they cannot sell the saw, and it must be for their personal use. Margie Bradley won 

the drawing. Congratulations Margie! 
 

Audrey mentioned that Steve and Edna Nelson has 4 tons of rock in a storage locker in Prineville, OR to be 

sold during the Prineville Pow Wow. 

 

Program - ñGold is where you find itò 
Lyle presented a program regarding gold panning. He reminded the club members that you must always have 

the Gold and Fish rules (written by the Fish and Wildlife) with you at all times. The new versions were print-

ed in July of 2015. You cannot dig in the water, but it is ok to dig from the sand next to the water. Lyle show 

different classifiers to remove large rocks. You can use sluice boxes. Some supplies that are needed when 

gold panning include a little brush, screwdrivers, turkey baster, spoon, shovel, container to put the gold in or 

snifter and a bottle filled with water.  
 

Look for low spots with rocks or trees and pan for gold in front and around all of those type of objects. If you 

see moss in and around the Stream it can contain gold as well. Put sand in your gold pan and sink the pan.  Hit 

the side and slowly wash out the sand, tap the side of the gold periodically so the gold sinks to the bottom of 

the pan.  Gold is found in black sand, so look for the black sand.  To tell if your material is gold or pyrite, take 

away the light if the sparkle disappears.  If it does, then the material is pyrite. Also pyrite will flake, but gold 

will scratch. 
 

There will be gold panning at the Vogelpohlôs at 1 p.m. on Saturday June 4th. The first ñpanò is free for the 

juniors, and adults will pay $5.00 for each pan.  

 

Show and Tell 

¶ Lyle Vogelpohl brought several vials of gold, some scenic Priday plume agate and a 1967 Maga-

zine with a geode found in Red Bluff, CA 

¶ Sylvia and Jim Ewins brought numerous gold coins including a Canadian maple leaf, Australian, 

South African, and the Gold Eagle along with a stunning emerald ring and a pendant of natural material 

gold plated 

¶ Brooke Wagner brought pretty jade beads from Burma 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 



June 2016                            West Seattle Petroglyphs                                  Page 6 

¶ Ezra Babcock brought some interesting pyrite that was his great grandpa's 

¶ Caitlyn Gilman brought a magnificent thunderegg, a piece of amethyst, and geode teardrops 

¶ Joe Moushey brought some deep green jade and a snail shell with a gorgeous catôs eye ñshellò as 

the door 

¶ Diane Christensen brought a wonderful USA $5 gold coin  

¶ Faith Oberloh brought a (possible) dinosaur bone she got at a garage sale 

¶ Al Oberloh brought interesting stone with a shiny surface that came from Grant's Pass, OR that 

he got at a garage sale  

¶ JoAnn Churchman brought a charming jade owl bracelet she got from her son and some foolôs 

gold 

¶ Mike Blanton brought some eye-catching material from the Greenwood red/black agate bed 

¶ Dave Clausen (Road-cut Dave) brought some striking agate from the Abbottfordôs Show in B.C. 
 

Ezra Babcock won the drawing. 
 

The meeting was adjourned, and refreshments were served. 
 

Respectively Submitted, 

Diane Christensen, WSRC Secretary  

(Continued from page 5) 

WSRC ð  

M EMBER  N EWS  

 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Linda Plowman 
5465 S Aspen Dr. 
Battlefield, MO 65619 
417-315-6971 
lgplowman@yahoo.com 

 
Karen-J Lane 
9012 25th Ave SW D301 
Seattle, WA 98106 
206-934-6822 
sirwalnutwaddle@yahoo.com 

 
Please welcome both Linda & Karen-J to the club and 
update your WSRC Roster.   

 

2016  

REFRESHMENTS   
 

Note: The sign-up sheet is available at our meetings.  
Please sign up for the months that are still <OPEN>. 
 

Here are the signups for this month (June): 
 

Snacks:  Christina/Caitlyn Gilman (30-40) 
Drinks: Rich Babcock (30-40) 
ðððððððððððððððððð- 

 

Follow-on month reminders: 
 

JulyðPicnic 
 

August 
Snacks & Drinks:  Sylvia/Jim Ewins (30-40) 
 

September 
Snacks:  <OPEN> (15-20) 
Snacks:  <OPEN> (15-20) 
Drinks: <OPEN> (30-40) 
 

October 
Snacks:  <OPEN> (15-20) 
Snacks:  <OPEN> (15-20) 
Drinks: <OPEN> (30-40) 
 

November 
Snacks:  Sue Fox (15-20) 
Snacks:  <OPEN> (15-20) 
Drinks: <OPEN> (30-40) 
 

DecemberðHoliday Party 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=membership+pictures&view=detailv2&qpvt=membership+pictures&id=BD28DC3D4056A1BF3B403292965984D8D5159313&selectedIndex=28&ccid=4l90EeJR&simid=607990099521833385&thid=OIP.Me25f7411e251c134c36a503b991e987bo0
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WSRC S HOW  P ICS  

Pictures by Hannah Roberts 

What a great show! 
Happy 50th! 

Thanks Hannah -
Great Pics! 


